
 
 
 
 

BLACK COTTONWOOD 
 
Common Name: Black Cottonwood 
 
Scientific Name: Populus trichocarpa 
 
Distribution: Black Cottonwood occurs throughout Washington at elevations from sea 

level to 5,000 feet.   
  
Growth Habit:   Black Cottonwood is a tall fast growing (although short lived) deciduous 

tree.  A mature tree can grow over 100 feet tall.  It can reach 50 feet tall 
in as little as 10 years.   

 
Adaptability:    Black Cottonwood is an important species in riparian zones throughout 

Washington.  It roots aggressively and is a strong soil binder.  Dense 
stands have proven more effective at preventing stream bank erosion 
during flooding than rock work in many cases.  Its rapid growth provides 
shade to its surrounding environment in short order.  It is also an 
important wildlife species providing food and shelter for many species of 
birds, mammals, and the occasional reptile.  It is used for wind breaks 
as well.  In addition, Black Cottonwood is a commercially valuable tree, 
its wood is used for lumber, veneer, and pulp, like Hybrid Poplar.  While 
its growth does not compare to that of Hybrid Poplar, it is a native 
species.  Some concern has been noted regarding the potential of male 
Hybrid Poplars to cross pollinate with female native black Cottonwood 
creating potentially undesirable hybrids.           

 



 
 
 
 

 BLUE ELDERBERRY 
 
Common Name: Blue Elderberry 
 
Scientific Name: Sambucus caerulea (syn. Sambucus glauca) 
 
Distribution: Blue Elderberry grows throughout Washington, from sea level to 5,000 

feet.  It is far more predominant in eastern Washington however.  
  
Growth Habit:   Blue Elderberry grows throughout Washington, from sea level to 5,000 

feet.  It is far more predominant in eastern Washington however. 
 
Adaptability:    Blue Elderberry can be found growing in a wide range of sites that 
ranges  

from wet to dry and sunny to shady. It grows best with ample sun 
however.  

  
Comments:   Blue Elderberry has a variety of uses as a conservation species 

including riparian habitat restoration, erosion control, shelter belts, and 
wildlife habitat improvement.  It is quick to establish, and fast growing 
once established.  Its dark blue berries 
have been favored for generations for use 
in preserves, pies and wine.   

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Photos courtesy of Lincoln County Conservation District. 
 



 
 
 
 

CHOKE CHERRY 
  
Common Name: Chokecherry 
 
Scientific Name: Prunus virginiana 

 
Distribution: Choke Cherry is widespread throughout 

the region at low to mid elevations.  It is 
more commonly found east of the 
Cascades. 

   
Growth Habit:   Choke Cherry grows as a large heavy deciduous shrub or small tree.  It 

can grow from 10 to 20 feet tall.  It is often found growing in groups that 
grow together to form large irregular sprawling masses. 

 
Adaptability:   Choke Cherry grows in a wide range of habitats, from riparian areas to 

dry upland sites.  It is most commonly found in sites that are moist and 
rich however.  East of the Cascades, where it occurs more frequently, it 
is found growing in sagebrush, bunchgrass, and Ponderosa Pine 
ecosystems.    

  
Comments:   Choke Cherry is a good restoration and wildlife species.  It grows in a 

wide range of sites, and its dark red cherries are an important food for 
many species of birds and mammals. The berries are also used for jams 
and jellies, but are considered too tart for fresh eating.  Large groupings 
of mature plants provide a fine display of masses of white flowers in 
spring.  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Photos courtesy of Lincoln County Conservation District. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 GOLDEN CURRANT 
 
Common Names Golden Currant 
 
Scientific Name: Ribes aureum 
 
Distribution: Golden Currant occurs along the east slope of the Cascades and from 

the Far East of Washington, eastwards across the Rockies. 
     
Growth Habit:   Golden Currant grows as a smallish shrub, reaching 6’ tall and 

spreading 4’ to 6’ wide. 
 
Adaptability:   Golden Currant can be found growing in a variety of sites.  It occurs 

from damp brushy sites to exposed rocky hill sides.  It generally grows 
best with good sun light. 

  
Comments:   Golden Currant is what is known as a dual use species.  That means 

that it is both a valuable ornamental species and a good conservation 
plant as well.  Its qualities as an ornamental are all too obvious in April 
when it is in bloom.  Established plants are covered with bright yellow 
flowers.  Some flowers will have a slight reddish or purplish tinge.  It also 
has attractive yellowish-green foliage that turns bright yellow in the fall.  
Golden Currant also has many attributes as a conservation species.  
The plant produces small berries that attract many species of birds and 
small mammals.  The berries are also considered to be edible for 
people, but as with many members of this genus, the berries may prove 
to be quite tart.  Golden Currant is also a good soil stabilizer for both up 
slope sites and damp bottom land areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Photos courtesy of Lincoln County Conservation District. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

MOCK ORANGE 
 
Common Name: Mock Orange, Syringa 
 
Scientific Name: Philadelphus lewisii 
 
Distribution: Mock Orange can be found throughout 

the state at low to middle elevations. 
     
Growth Habit:   Mock Orange grows 6 to 12 feet tall, 

with an erect, loosely branched habit.  
The abundance of white, sweetly-
scented flowers makes this shrub quite 
noticeable in May and June. 

 
Adaptability:   Mock Orange grows in a variety of different habitats at lower to middle 

elevations throughout Washington.  It can be found as a riparian species 
growing along gullies and streams.  It also grows in open or forested 
bottomlands, and in a variety of upland sites including talus slopes and 
rocky cliffs.  It is often found in coastal forests, sagebrush, bunchgrass, 
and Ponderosa Pine ecosystems.   

  
Comments:   Mock Orange is an excellent soil and streambank stabilizer, and an 

important wildlife species.  Mock Orange from west of the Cascades 
tends to grown taller (up to 15 feet) than those growing east of the 
Cascades (approximately 6 feet).  The flowers on Westside Mock 
Orange are more fragrant than eastside plants. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Photos courtesy of Lincoln County Conservation District. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

QUAKING ASPEN 
 
Common Names: Quaking Aspen 
 
Scientific Name: Populus tremuloides 
 
Distribution: Quaking Aspen is found throughout the Western 

United States.  In Washington, it can be found 
throughout the East side of the State where 
adequate moisture is present.  It has also been 
found in Western Washington, near sea level, but 
much less frequently than east of the Cascades. 

     
Growth Habit:   Quaking Aspen can reach as tall as 80’ where ample moisture and 

suitable exposure is available.  In sites with only marginal moisture, the 
trees may only reach 20’ to 30’. 

 
Adaptability:   As noted above, Quaking Aspen prefers planting sites that are moist 

most of the year.  Quaking Aspen will tolerate somewhat drier soils but 
at the cost of reduced vigor and growth potential.  Supplemental 
irrigation helps in marginally dry sites, but is no substitute for a good 
planting site. 

  
Comments:   Aspen is another dual use species.  Its ornamental attributes are quite 

obvious and change through the seasons.  In spring, the leaves first 
appear striking chartreuse.  As summer approaches, the mature leaves 
take on a bluish-green color and audibly tremble with the slightest 
breeze.  The leaves then turn a bright yellowish-gold in the fall. After the 
leaves fall in winter, the trees show off their bright white bark.  Aspen is 
also a very useful conservation species.  Its branches provide nesting 
for many bird species, its tender foliage is used a browse for many 
mammals, its roots are a very effective soil stabilizer along streams and 
other bodies of water, and its dominate stature makes it ideally suited for 
providing shade to streams. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Photos courtesy of Lincoln County Conservation District 



 
 
 
 

 RED OSIER DOGWOOD 
 
Common Name: Red Osier Dogwood or Red Twig Dogwood 
 
Scientific Name: Cornus stolonifera  (syn. Cornus sericea) 
 
Distribution: Red Osier Dogwood is found 

throughout Washington and the 
Western U.S.  It grows from low 
valley-bottoms up to timberline. 

     
Growth Habit:   Red Osier Dogwood is a 

deciduous shrub that can grow 
to 20 feet tall, and spread to 20 
feet wide.  Its lower branches 
that grow along the ground can 
root into the ground, often 
resulting in large thickets. 

 
Adaptability:   Red Osier is usually found growing in moist soils, often along streams, 

lakes and swamps.  It is occasionally found growing on open, upland 
forested sites.  It tolerates shade, but prefers sun. 

  
Comments:   Red Osier Dogwood has long been used as a restoration species, as 

well as an ornamental.  Its dense, matting root system makes it useful in 
stream-side stabilization.  It is also an 
important species for providing forage 
for deer, elk and moose in the winter.  
Certain species of birds use its berries 
as food, while others use the plant for 
nesting.  It has become a popular 
ornamental species.  The red stems 
provide striking winter interest, and its 
clusters of small white flowers are 
showy in spring.  The clusters of white 
berries provide color in late summer, 
and the leaves turn reddish in the fall. 



 
 
 
 

 SERVICEBERRY 
 
Common Name: Serviceberry, Saskatoon, Shadbush, Juneberry 
 
Scientific Name: Amelanchier alnifolia 
 
Distribution: Serviceberry is a widespread species, 

occurring abundantly throughout 
western North America at low to mid 
elevations. 

     
Growth Habit:   Serviceberry grows as a small 

deciduous tree or upright shrub.  The 
size to which it grows varies, but 
typically ranges from 6 to 15 feet tall with an approximately equal 
spread.  It often spreads by underground runners, creating large 
thickets. 

 
Adaptability:   Serviceberry grows in a wide range of conditions.  It tolerates soils that 

range from moist to dry and coarse to fine.  It grows on sites that vary 
from full sun to shade, on terrain from level to steep.  It often grows best 
in areas with over 12 inches of annual precipitation, good drainage, and 
moderate exposure.      

  
Comments:   Serviceberry has many uses as a conservation species.  It establishes 

well in disturbed sites with coarse soils.  Its dense, spreading, 
rhizomatous root system 
provides good soil 
stabilization.  It is also an 
excellent plant for 
enhancing wildlife habitat.  
The berries produced in 
late summer are a favorite 
food of animals including 
birds, rodents and bears.  It 
also provides winter forage 
for many mammals, which 
can place young seedlings 
and saplings at risk.  New 
plantings may require protection from livestock, deer, mice, voles, etc.  
Serviceberry is also used as an ornamental.  It produces masses of 
fragrant white flowers in late spring.  Its foliage is also quite attractive in 
the fall.  It has historically been cultivated for berry production.  



 
 
 
 

 VINE MAPLE 
 
Common Name: Vine Maple 
 
Scientific Name: Acer circinatum 
 
Distribution: Vine Maple occurs primarily west 

of the Cascades in Washington 
at elevations from sea level to 
4,500 feet. It can also be found 
growing in pockets along the east 
slope of the Cascades. 

     
Growth Habit:   Vine Maple grows as a large shrub or small deciduous tree.  Its habit is 

highly variable, often depending upon exposure.  It tends to grow long 
and rangy when in the shade, and more upright and compact in the sun.  
It can grow from 10 to 30 feet high with an equally variable spread.         

 
Adaptability:   Vine Maple grows in a variety sites that range from sunny to shady, and 

wet to dry, from a moist bottom-land, to a dry rocky slope.  It grows best 
in areas with moist soils and some shade, particularly along the east 
slope of the Cascades.     

  
Comments:   Vine Maple is an important conservation 

species for a variety of reasons.  It is adapted 
to a wide range of sites. It can be used as a 
pioneering species on open, disturbed sites, or 
as an understory species growing along pre-
existing woodland.  It is a common component 
of riparian zones throughout the region.  Once 
established, its roots are effective soil 
stabilizers.  It has numerous uses in wildlife 

habitat restoration.  
Its seeds are an 
important food 
source for many 
species of birds, 
squirrels, and 
rodents.  Deer and 
elk browse on its leaves and stems too.  
Vine Maple is also used as an ornamental 
species.  The autumn leaf color can be quite 
vivid, particularly when grown in the sun.    

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 WOODS ROSE 
 
Common Name: Woods Rose 
 
Scientific Name: Rosa woodsii 
 
Distribution: Woods Rose is found 

primarily east of the Cascade 
Mountains in Washington at 
low to mid-elevations.   

     
Growth Habit:   Woods Rose is a deciduous 

shrub that grows 6’ to 8’ tall, 
with a similar spread. 

 
Adaptability:   Woods Rose is found in a wide variety of sites throughout its range.  It 

grows in open, sunny sites, or 
as an understory species in 
moderate shade.  It is used 
along streams, lakes and bogs, 
as well as upland and rocky 
sites.  It prefers a moist, well-
drained soil and sites that are 
open and exposed. 

  
Comments:   Woods Rose has long been 

used as a restoration species.  
Its matting root system makes it 
useful in stream-side stabilization.  It provides forage and habitat for 
many species of birds and animals. The leaves are browsed upon by 

large animals, porcupines, 
and beavers.  The dried 
fruits are an important food 
source for many birds and 
mammals in winter.    

 



 
 
 
 

MACKENZIE WILLOW  
 
Common Name: ‘Rivar’ Mackenzie Willow 
 
Scientific Name: Salix rigida mackenzieana 
 
Description: Rivar Mackenzie Willow grows into a medium sized multi-stem shrub.  It 

can grow to over 12’ tall and 15’ wide.  Mackenzie Willow is useful in 
streambank stabilization, riparian and wildlife habitat improvement, 
shelterbelts, and other uses requiring a moisture tolerant species.. 

 
Adaptability: ‘Rivar’ Mackenzie Willow was originally collected along the Tucannon 

River near Starbuck, Washington, at approximately 800 feet elevation.  
It was evaluated and selected at the NRCS Plant Materials Center in 
Pullman, WA.  It has proven well suited throughout Eastern Washington, 
and prefers moist soils that are coarse to medium in texture. 

 
 
 
 
PEACHLEAF WILLOW 
 
Common Name: Peachleaf Willow 
 
Scientific Name: Salix ammygdaloides 
 
Description: Peachleaf Willow grows to a large shrub, or small bushy tree.  It can 

reach over 30 feet tall, and spread to 20 feet wide.  It has thin, yellow 
drooping branchlets, with narrow leaves that are pale yellowish-green 
and finely toothed.   

 
Adaptability: Peachleaf Willow is commonly found along streams, lakes, and other 

moist areas throughout Eastern Washington at low to mid elevations.  
The parent stock for the PMC Peachleaf Willow was located in Columbia 
County, WA.  

 



 
 
 
 

 CONIFERS – DOUGLAS FIR 
 
 
Common Name: Douglas Fir 
 
Scientific Name: Pseudotsuga menziesii ~ There 

are two subspecies of Douglas 
Fir; the Coast Douglas Fir 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii var. 
menziesii) which occurs along 
the Pacific coast and western 
Cascades, and the Rocky 
Mountain or Blue Douglas Fir 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii var. 
glauca) which is found further 
inland. 

 
Distribution: The native range of the Coastal Douglas Fir extends from the Coastal 

Range of California in the south, to central British Columbia in the north.  
It extends from the Pacific Coast up the west slope of the Cascades to 
5,000 elevations.  Rocky Mountain Douglas Fir is found in mountain 
areas of northeastern and eastern 
Washington and throughout the Rocky 
Mountains, at elevations up to 8,000 feet.    

     
Growth Habit:   Douglas Fir can reach 200 feet high and the 

trunk can grow up to 4 feet in diameter. 
 
Adaptability:   Douglas Fir is adapted to grow throughout 

the range described above.  It grows on 
soils that vary from moist to dry.  It is not 
very tolerant of soils that are compacted or 
poorly drained.  Young seedlings and 
saplings will tolerate some shade, but 
require ample sunlight to reach maturity. 

  
Comments:   The importance of Douglas Fir to the region 

cannot be understated.  It is a major 
component of forests throughout North 
America, and one of the world’s most valuable timber species. Browsing 
damage caused by deer, elk, and rodents can result in significant 
damage to young seedlings and saplings, and may require appropriate 
protection. 



 
 
 
 

 GRAND FIR 
 
Common Name: Grand Fir 
 
Scientific Name: Abies grandis 
 
Distribution: Grand Fir occurs through out the 

Northwest US, and southern 
British Columbia.  In Washington, 
it is commonly found at low to 
mid elevations that range from 
sea level to 1500 feet west of the 
Cascades, and 1,500 to 5,000 
feet east of the Cascades. 

     
Growth Habit:   Grand Fir lives to an average age of 250 years, although trees can be 

found over 300 years old.  During that time they can grow from 140 to 
200 feet tall, with a trunk that can reach 60 inches in diameter.  Its 
growth rate is rapid as a sapling and young pole.  Growth rates of 31 to 
35 inches per year have been noted in Western Washington, which 
nearly equals that of Douglas Fir. 

 
Adaptability:    Grand Fir is adapted to a wide range of sites.  It often occurs in moist 

sites such as valleys and stream bottoms.  It is also found as an upland 
species, growing on drier soils, particularly in the inland Northwest. 

  
Restoration: Grand Fir is an adaptable restoration species.  When planted in moist 

sites, it can grow vigorously enough to compete with other species.  On 
drier upland sites it often occurs as a shade-tolerant understory species, 
eventually growing to a dominant climax species when conditions are 
suitable. 

 
Comments:   Grand Fir was first named by the Botanist David Douglas because of its 

great height, although its height is intermediate for true firs of the region.  
Its needles are perhaps its most distinctive feature.  They are 
exceptionally large, flat, and dark green among true firs, and are 
strongly flattened along the stem in 2 very distinct ranks of needles, 
which smell ‘catty’ when crushed.  In fact, this distinctive odor is the 
reason Abies grandis has another lesser used common name; Stinking 
Fir. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 PONDEROSA PINE 
 
Common Name: Ponderosa Pine, Yellow Pine, Bull Pine 
 
Scientific Name: Pinus ponderosa 
 
Distribution: The native range of Ponderosa Pine 

extends from southern Canada to 
Mexico.  In this region it is found 
primarily in forested areas of central 
and eastern Washington up to 
elevations of 4,000 feet, with a few 
isolated packets west of the Cascades. 

     
Growth Habit:   Ponderosa Pine can grow to over 100 

feet tall and the trunk can reach 3 feet 
in diameter. 

 
Adaptability:   Ponderosa Pine is adapted to grow 

throughout the region.  It grows in a 
wide range of soils, where adequate moisture and drainage is available.  
It is usually found in areas that receive from 14 to 30 inches of 
precipitation annually, with much of coming in the form of snow in the 
winter.  It is tolerant of minimal precipitation in the summer months, 
although it typically survives seasonal droughts better in medium and 
courser textured soils, where moisture is less tightly bound in the soil.  It 
is generally considered intolerant of shade.  Ample sunlight is important 
for good vigor.    

  
Comments:   Ponderosa Pine is one of the most widely distributed pines in western 

North America.  Ponderosa Pine forests provide a valuable source of 
timber, as well as providing important wildlife habitat.  Young seedlings 
and saplings are at risk to damage from rodents, deer and elk, as well 
as trampling from livestock, therefore seedlings may require protection. 



 
 
 
 

 WESTERN RED CEDAR 
 
Common Name: Western Red Cedar 
 
Scientific Name: Thuja plicata 
 
Distribution: The native range of 

Western Red Cedar 
extends along the Pacific 
coast from Humboldt 
County, California, north to 
Southeast Alaska. It occurs 
inland from the coast up the 
western slope of the 
Cascades to 3,500 feet elevation, usually in moist soils.  It is also found 
along the east slope of the Cascade and in Northeastern Washington, 
where it occurs less than 5,000 feet in moist areas such as creek 
bottoms. 

     
Growth Habit:   Western Red Cedar can grow to over 150 feet tall, and trunk diameter 

can exceed 6 feet in a good, open site.  It also grows in the shade as an 
understory species, but at a much slower rate.   

 
Adaptability:   Western Red Cedar is adapted to grow through out the range 

mentioned above.  It will grow in full sun to shade, although the growth 
rates can be very slow in deep shade.  Western Red Cedar grows in a 
wide range of soil types, but it is best adapted to soils that are moist and 
fine textured.  It can be abundant in forested swamps, and riparian 
areas. It can also be found on drier upland sites, west of the Cascades. 

  
Comments:   Western Red Cedar is an ecological, 

economic, and culturally valuable species 
in the region.  It is often a vital component 
of healthy, functioning riparian habitat.  A 
mature tree provides shade, stream-side 
stabilization and wildlife habitat. Browsing 
damage caused by deer, elk, and rodents 
can result in significant damage to young 
seedlings and saplings, and may require 
appropriate protection. 



 
 
 
 

 


